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1.0 Introduction 

 
1.1 Via East Midlands have been approached by Hockerton Parish Council to undertake a feasibility 

study to determine whether a footway link could be provided along Hockerton Road – Hockerton 
to Normanton, along existing verge.  
 

1.2 Sustainable Hockerton aspires for a cycle way and footway made in a “green” manner, with 
suggestions made for porous surfacing and solar paths. 

 
1.3 This report will consider options available, estimated costs, site constraints and proposed layout. 

 
1.4 Al recommendations in this report are subject to approval by Nottinghamshire County Council 

(NCC). 
 

 
2.0  The Site 

 
2.1 The proposed site is within public highway approximately 1.85km in length with                                                         

varying widths of verge either side of the carriageway. The road is a main route between 
Hockerton and Southwell (see figure 1). 

 
Figure 1. Location of Hockerton Road for proposed works 
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2.2 The site is rural in nature mainly bounded by farmland with some residential properties at either 

end within Hockerton and Normanton. The speed limit is 60mph for most of its length, reducing 
to 30mph within Hockerton at Gables Drive for approximately 125m on the approach to A617 
Newark Road Hockerton. 

 
2.3 Within the extents there are multiple access points which lead to privately owned land, either 

residential properties or field access points. 
 
2.4 There are numerous issues along the length which would require further investigation and/or 

consultation: 
 

a) Existing open ditches may require piping to enable footway construction. These would, if 
required, be subject to authorisation from Local Lead Flood Authority (LLFA). 
 

b) There appears to be encroachment onto highway land within Hockerton, adjacent Hockerton 
Manor, where a fence has been erected that reduces available width (see figure 2) 

 
 

                          
Figure 2. Potential encroachment, note BT pole behind fence 
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c) Pinch point at structure within highway at Hockerton Dumble (see figure 3).  
 

        
Figure 3 Pinch point at Hockerton Dumble 

d) Pinch point at culvert near bend approximately 625m south of Gables Drive (see Figure 4) 

 
       Figure 4 Pinch point at culvert with post and tube fencing. Deep ditch at back of verge. 
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e) There are numerous highway trees located along the length of Hockerton Road which would 
require consultation with to determine root protection areas and potential no dig 
requirements (See figure 5)  
 

 
Figure 5 Extract from NCC Spectrum Spatial indicating Highway Trees 
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f) There is a designated conservation area at the Normanton end of the proposal and the site 
falls within a SSSI IRZ zone so may require consultation with Nature England. (see Figure 6.)  

 
Figure 6 Location of Conservation Area Normanton 
 

g) Overhead power lines traverse Hockerton Road at two points, 1 no. 11kv and 1 no. 132kv, 
which would require further consultation for safe working distances. 
 

h) There is BT Openreach apparatus located in the west side verge along the whole length of 
Hockerton Road. Numerous covers would need raising and trial holes excavated to 
determine depth of apparatus. This feasibility will not allow for any costs that may be 
associated with lowering or diversion of BT Openreach apparatus. 

 
i) There are sections, particularly on the east side of Hockerton Road where the verge falls 

away steeply to adjacent land or the verge is narrow. 
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3.0 Proposal 

 
3.1 Option 1: Footway in Highway  

 
3.1.1 Current design standards for Walking Routes are set out in the Design Manual for 

Roads and Bridges CD143 – Designing for walking, cycling and horse-riding and CD 
239 Footway and cycle track pavement design and access steps. Additional 
standards are in NCC Highway Design Guide. 
 

3.1.2 General design principles state that walking routes shall be free from unnecessary 
diversions, frequent obstacles and fragmented facilities. The proposed layout takes 
this into account with the most suitable location for the footway on the west side of 
Hockerton Road from the A617 to a point midway along Hockerton Road, where it 
will then need to divert to the east side for the remainder of the length (see drawing 
TP2560251/1.1 for proposed layout). 

 
3.1.3 CD 143 states absolute minimum width should be 2.0m with separation from the 

carriageway at least 1.5m on a 60mph road.  The separation of 1.5m is not 
achievable so the footway will need to be adjacent to the carriageway and therefore 
a kerb edge restraint will be required (CD239). The back of footway will require a 
continuous restraint (edging). Absolute minimum width of 2.0m is not achievable 
along the whole length without addressing the potential encroachment within 
Hockerton or the pinch points at the bridge and culvert. If footway widths of less 
than 2.0m were put forward, they would be subject to departure from standards 
approval. There is not enough space for a cycle facility that meets current design 
standard LTN 1/20 “Cycle Infrastructure Design” 
 

3.1.4 Designs would be subject to road safety audits and implementation of any 
recommendations contained therein. 
 

3.1.5 Residential and field accesses would have dropped kerbs installed. 
 

3.1.6 The proposed footway construction would be geotextile weed control membrane, 
225mm of subbase, 50mm of AC dense binder course and 30mm of close graded 
surface course. 
 

3.1.7 Kerb offlets would be provided at regular intervals along the length of the footway, 
discharging into existing ditches. 
 

3.1.8 Street lighting will not be provided (CD143). 
 

3.1.9 This option would be adopted by the Highway Authority for future maintenance. 
 
3.2 Option 2: Footway in Private Land 
 

3.2.1 This option utilises highway verge within Hockerton from the A617 to Hockerton 
Dumble and then proposes to use private farmland for the remainder into 
Normanton (see drawing TP2560251/1.2) This enables use of sustainable products, 
however, relies on affected landowners’ agreement. Note that footpath created on 
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private land would not be adopted by the Highway Authority for future 
maintenance. 

3.2.2 The proposed footway construction would be as 3.1.6 above for within Hockerton. In 
private land the footway would comprise of geotextile weed control membrane, 
150mm of recycled type 1 sub-base and 100mm of Ultitrec sustainable recycled 
footpath material. The footpath would be bound by tanalised timber edging. 
 

3.2.3 A Rights of Way type footbridge to cross a watercourse or culverting of said 
watercourse to create crossing point would be required. Location is approximately 
550m south of Hockerton Dumble. 

 
3.3 Options to deal with Bridge Pinch Point 

 
3.3.1 Extend the culvert and move bridge parapet to create required space. Install parapet 

protection due to existing parapet not at suitable level for pedestrian safety. 
 

3.3.2 Install footbridge across Hockerton Dumble behind existing bridge parapet. 
 

3.3.3 Localised narrowing of the carriageway, traffic calming, with traffic control by 
priority signing. 30mph speed limit may need to be extended to beyond Hockerton 
Dumble. Install parapet protection due to existing parapet not at suitable level for 
pedestrian safety. 

 
4.0  Cost Estimate 

 
4.1 The cost estimates are indicative only and not based on detailed design or cost increases that 

may occur due to recent rises in oil prices for example. 
 

4.2 The estimated construction cost for Option 1- installation of a 2.0m wide footway in adopted 
highway is £975,000. 

 
4.3 The estimate in 4.2 only includes for site preparation, site clearance, earthworks and footway 

construction to a depth of 305mm, including kerbing, kerb offlets and edge restraint to back of 
footway. The estimate assumes no hazardous materials encountered and California Bearing 
Ratios (CBRs) are adequate. 

 
4.4 The estimated construction cost for Option 2- installation of a footpath in mainly private land is 

£550.000. 
 

4.5 The estimate in 4.4 only includes for site preparation, site clearance, earthworks and 
footway/footpath construction to a depth of 305/250mm, estimate assumes no hazardous 
materials encountered. 
 

4.6 Costs for the following and all other associated costs are not included in the above estimates and 
should be sought separately: 
 
Detailed design of footway - £12,500 
 
Structure alterations/parapet protection design (bridge pinch point) £5,000 
 
Structure alterations/parapet protection Construction (bridge pinch point) - £ to be determined 
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Specialist surveys – topographical, ground radar, overhead powerlines, soil testing and sampling, 
CBRs, ecological, trees - £25,000 

 
Changes to statutory utility apparatus - £ to be determined 

 
Liaison with other authorities to obtain approvals - £ to be determined 
 
Consultations - £ to be determined 
 
Traffic regulation orders- £ to be determined 

 
Acquisition or dedication of any third-party land - £ to be determined 

 
Resolving highway encroachment issues- £ to be determined 

 
Road safety audits and implementation of recommendations- £ to be determined 

 
Road permit(s) application and fees. - £ to be determined 

 
5.0 Recommendations 
 

5.1 Please be aware that recommendations made in this feasibility do not guarantee that the project 
is deliverable. Hockerton Parish Council to engage with NCC and Local Members to seek approval 
for this project. 
 

5.2 Further site analysis should be undertaken through topographical, utility surveys, trial holes and 
waste classification etc. to provide a clearer understanding of site conditions and parameters. 

 
5.3 Undertake detailed design on completion of further analysis, as per 5.2, to allow a more refined 

cost estimate to be produced. 
 
5.4 The initial request for the feasibility report was to determine if a footway link from Hockerton to 

Normanton could be provided. It can be confirmed that it is feasible with caveats, that is, there 
are engineering and potential legal issues that could prove challenging or expensive to resolve. 

 
5.5 Option 1 is the recommended option as it ensures compliance with latest design standards, is 

safer for pedestrians and provides surety of future maintenance. This option, however, does not 
meet Sustainable Hockerton’s desire for an innovative “green” footway link. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Feasibility Report  Hockerton Footway Feasibility 
 
 

11 
 

6.0 Appendix 
 

Drawing TP2560251/1.1 
 Drawing TP2560251/1.2 
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