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1  ATTENDANCE 
Present: Luke (chair & minutes) Steve, Jo, Nick, Nat, Ian, Sue, Debora, Clarke, 

Sarah, Pat, Helena  

Apologies: Roseanna, Phillip, Nathan 

2 REVIEW MINUTES, A GREEMENTS & ACTIONS LOG  
 

Clarke discussed at the Parish Council meeting on 14 Apr 26, a representative from the national 
grid approached him today ref accessing the power lines on the field beside Orchard Cottage 
(opposite Daisy’s Cottage). To do this, he is trying to gain the owner of the land, but without 
success. Unfortunately the person who lives in Orchard Cottage has not responded to the 
correspondence.  

ACTION: Luke to find the owner through the land registry? This might  

3 Change of Clerk    
A big thanks to Lindy for all her efforts, from the meeting, everyone at the meeting 
wanted to express their gratitude for all the work she has contributed to the role.  

We have had an offer from Nat to do the Clerk role. 

Nat is well placed to do the role, and is happy to help with the responsibilities.    

All in favour  

Luke proposes.  

Nick seconds 

AGREED Nat will make a great Clerk, offer accepted.   

 4 ACCOUNTS AND FINANCIAL AFFAIRS  
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Year end accounts and Annual return form have been sent around by email with the 
agenda.  

Website is a bit out of date Luke to chase planning tracker, website is costly could we  
streamline this.  Nat said she might be able to help keep it up to date.  

We discussed keeping a directory of local businesses and suppliers, it would be great to 
show recommended supplies.  

 

AREED: Review and sign off Year end accounts prepared by Lindy  

AGREED: to publish Accounting Statement as it is for 2025/26  - of the annual Return form.  

AGREED  dates of The exercise of public rights 30 days from July 1st  

5  VILLAGE HALL MAINTENANCE  
 

Update on maintenance done, risk assessment, purchase of safety equipment, we are seeking 

additional quotations for the repairs. Suggestions for additional quotes: Ingrids husband, Mark Davis 

is a builder, Check the Bramley.  

Hall wall next to the cottage is falling down, can we include the renovation by Craven-Smith-Milns, 

Can we invite him to talk in the village. Is Henry the son good to talk to? 

6   PLANNING TRACKER / PUBLIC CONSULTATIONS  
This is an opportunity to discuss planning applications in our area and give 
feedback where relevant.  You can view live planning applications on a map of 
Hockerton from our new website  

www.hockertonparish.gov.uk 

https://www.hockertonparish.gov.uk/community/hockerton-20741/planning-tracker/ 
  

 

Planning Consultation 26/00448/PIP 
Additional application from Craven Smith-Milns  
Proposal: Application for permission in principle for a minimum of 1 dwelling and 
maximum of 2 dwellings. 

Steve and Jo live opposite to it, Its nice to have new houses in the village,  

Nick: It would be nice to have a mix of big and small houses, new faces, stops the village 
from dying, more people in the pub  

Helena Most of the houses that have been built have been large it would be nice to have 
affordable houses for youngsters. We need more starter homes.  

https://www.hockertonparish.gov.uk/
https://www.hockertonparish.gov.uk/community/hockerton-20741/planning-tracker/
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Application Ref: 26/00038/PIP             Appeal Reference No: 6006410 

Appellant: Mr Billy Morris 

No further comment from the village meeting.  

 

Reference 26/00468/PIP - Application for Permission in Principle for a minimum of 1 
Dwelling and Maximum of 5 Dwellings 

 Clarke presented his draft response to the planning application. He has spoken to other 
residents, directly neighbouring the land. He pointed out that: given the  number of 
houses proposed on the area of land they will be larger homes, the land owner does not 
have a good track record for digging out the ditches wich has caused problems with the 
run off the land, litter issues not dealt with, drainage tunnel under the road has 
collapsed,  

Nick - can’t see it getting permission from Highways and 100% agree with what has 
been written here. 

Ian - Concern that the planning officer can make the decision on the spot can we get it 
into the committee? Too many details, make it known to the planners, that flooding is 
the main issue. 

 

Jo and Steve  – The comment on Village amenities is not appropriate.  We feel that 
growth of the village is generally felt to be a good thing. 

Helena – I agree with Jo and Steve, a minute ago we were agreeing that a growing village 
 population is a good thing. 

John – technical point - change  "parish council” to parish meeting.   

 

The loss of privacy and loss of site is not usually a considered as a planning issue. 

 

After some discussion and amendments we agreed to the following statement: 

Reference 26/00468/PIP - Application for Permission in Principle for a minimum of  1 
Dwelling and Maximum of 5 Dwellings 
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The Parish Meeting objects strongly to the application for Permission in Principle for the 
residential development. In response to the PiP application and in accordance with the 
deadline of 18th April 2026, the Hockerton Parish Meeting would like to raise the 
following justifications to the objection: 

• Suitability for Development. This site is unsuitable for residential development. This is 
a busy section of the A617 resulting in numerous Road Traffic Incidents (RTIs) over the 
years and regular near misses, with existing cottages having previously been damaged 
due to vehicle accidents. Access directly onto the A617 will increase the risk of 
accidents. Further development on this site would not be supported by the village. 

 

• Existing Maintenance Concerns. The current landowner has demonstrated an inability 
to maintain this area of land. The drainage is poor and is often overwhelmed during 
downpours, causing surface water on the A617. The drainage off the fields has also 
affected the cottages adjacent to the proposed site. Additionally, the hedgerow has 
been allowed to overgrow causing an obstruction to the Speed Control Signage (SCS) 
where speed on the road increases due to the signage not working. Rectification work to 
clear the overhanging trees is often slow with the bare minimum undertaken. Based on 
the landowner’s record to date indicates a low confidence in their commitment to 
their responsibilities and that the development will exacerbate the current 
situation.  

In addition, although relevant to the Technical Details Consent Stage, ahead of this the 
 Parish Meeting would like to raise the following: 

• Access Concerns. Any access to the proposed site would be directly onto the A617. 
This is a dangerous stretch of a very busy road which has thousands of vehicles 
travelling along this route daily, including a significant proportion of LGVs. Although it is 
designated 30mph along this section, this speed limit is regularly exceeded by through 
traffic. As previously stated, numerous RTIs have occurred due to speeding traffic. 

 

• Flooding Concerns and Ongoing Drainage Issues. The Cottage property has already 
experienced significant flooding due to excess water runoff from the fields. Any further 
development would increase flooding risks to existing properties. In addition, the 
drainage ditches which are situated on the south side of the proposed development and 
which run alongside the A617, are currently unable to cope with reasonable rainfall. A 
drainage pipe which runs alongside the border between the dwellings of The Swallows 
and High Green is unable to cope with the quantity of water and has previously resulted 
in localised flooding, impacting on other properties. The construction of properties on 
the site proposed along with access roads would significantly increase surface 
water which would cause further stress on the current drainage system which is at 
present unable to cope; we believe that planning should be denied. 
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• Environmental Considerations. The area is currently a haven for nature including 
endangered species. Crested newts, sky larks, bats, bee orchids are present and should 
be protected; an environmental survey will provide detail. Any construction would 
endanger wildlife and the environment which needs to be protected; we believe 
that planning should be denied and the site should remain a greenfield site.   

 

• Overlooking and Overshadowing of Existing Properties. Existing properties would be 
directly overlooked and overshadowed causing distress through loss of privacy and loss 
of light. We believe that planning should be denied and the site should remain a 
greenfield site. 

 

Yours faithfully, 

Hockerton Parish Meeting 

 

It was mentioned that creating a 5 year plan  for the parish would enable us to prioritise 
areas of land in the village that we would want housing. This was pointed out that this 
would be a contentious process. A community orchard could be proposed on this land. 
Nick thought that it was common land?    

 

 
Footpath 1 (Winkburn) -  regarding muddy gateways in winter. Many thanks to  Carole 
Mitchell who has had contact with Lance Concannon, Rights of Way officer for Via. 
Lance is looking into getting contractors to futureproof the gateways.   

  
“This is not a problem, I received authorisation this week from the landowner and as you 
may be aware we are just setting up the budgets for the new financial year, am hopeful I 
will be able to put the project forward in the next couple of weeks.  It is kind to offer 
funds but I am working on the basis of using our standard funding stream.  

  
Regards 

  
Lance 

 



Chair:  Luke Justice   PARISH MEETING 
MINUTES 

14TH APRIL 2026 

 
 

  6 of 7 

 

Big thank you to Carole Mitchell for taking responsibility on this, it is great to see what 
can be achieved.  

 

 

Footpath Feasibility Report from Via  - See PDF shared on email with the Agenda. 

We will move this to the next meeting agenda. Date set a footpath meeting.  

We can seek benefactors, SHOCK can contribute,  are there  other ways to look at it, 
  can we slow cars or prevent lorries, walkers need priority too,   creative signage,  

 
 

 

 8  VILLAGE EVENTS  
 

LIVING ROOM PROJECT 28th March Village Hall Event 
Success.  

7  ENERGY LOCAL CLUB 
Here is a message from Sustainable Hockerton (apologies for any cross-posting).   

Hello! We are getting in touch to share an exciting opportunity for you to power your 

home with local renewable energy. This could save you money on your bills at the same 

time as supporting local small-scale renewable energy generation. How does it work?  
 

Sustainable Hockerton has been generating electricity from the solar arrays and wind 

turbines that we have helped to install in Hockerton and on neighbouring farms. Before 

now, it hasn’t been possible for local households to USE this energy, so we have been 

exporting it directly to the grid. But we can change this! Like other communities around 

the country, we are setting up an Energy Local Club, open to householders, businesses 

and renewable-energy generators in the same electricity substation (in our case this 

includes Fiskerton, Hockerton, Normanton, Southwell and Upton). Club members will be 

able to consume the electricity during the moments when it is being generated, and pay 

for it at a lower price than standard electricity tariffs. Meanwhile, by selling it directly to 

consumers, local generators like Sustainable Hockerton get a better price for it too 

(which in turn comes back to local share holders and all Hockerton residents in the form 

of the 300+ grants via the village fund.   
 

To find out more or register your interest, please fill in this form, or come to an 

information meeting on 14th April, 1.30-2.30pm in Reg Taylor’s garden centre tearooms. 

We're also looking for two more members of the steering committee to take part in the 

initial decision-making, electricity price-setting and governance tasks.   

Thank you! 
 

Joy and Simon on behalf of Sustainable Hockerton 

https://energylocal.org.uk/clubs
https://sustainablehockerton.org/village-fund/
https://forms.office.com/r/1DsAZNbtJB
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There is interest in this at the meeting (Deb, Clarke, Nick) 

8  ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 

 NEXT MEETING and DATE SETTING  
AGREED: Next village meeting date is 17th June  Southwell-Hockerton footpath meeting: Monday 18th May 
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